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      For the past three years, Langham Preaching has worked in partnership with 
several churches and agencies in Albania, in the development of a simple training 
program for pastors and lay preacher across the country.  In February of this year, 
55 delegates gathered for a further event, led by a committee with representatives 
from European Christian Mission, the Albanian IFES & Campus Crusade 
movements and South Eastern Theological Seminary in Tirana.
      Langham Preaching facilitators Rodney Wood and Mark Meynell worked 
with the local team in a two-track program, with 20 delegates returning for 
a further level of training, and some 30 or more participants who had been 
recruited for the þ rst time.  Langham Literature sponsored some books for every 
participant, including Albanian copies of Bible commentaries produced through 
the local evangelical publishing house, Beselidhja. 
      òThe work is hugely strategic and has massive potential,ó said Mark Meynell. 
òThere was a genuine buzz of excitement and a determination to be faithful and 
relevant communicators of the Bible.ó
      Plans are now underway for a special conference in 2008, focusing on 
preaching from the Old Testament, led by Langham Partnershipõs International 
Director Dr. Chris Wright.  Meanwhile, we are thankful for the agencies 
in Tirana working day-by-day in training leaders and providing regular 
encouragement for a new generation of preachers.  
It is a privilege to make a small contribution in support of all that the churches 
and mission agencies are seeking to do in helping the young church to grow 
in depth as well as in breadth.
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    Thanks to all JSMõs 

supporters who have helped 
get our matching funds 

campaigns off to a healthy 
start! We have been blessed 

with the opportunity to take 
advantage of matching funds 

from a leading Christian 
foundation. The goal is 

to raise $150,000 to support 
the rapidly growing JSM-
Langham Preaching and 

Literature programs in Africa. 
This foundation will offer 
a matching grantðof up to 

$75,000ðto provide training 
and needed books for African 

pastors to preach and teach 
more effectively.

    In just a short time, the 
campaign has already reached 

$11,100! 
    You can join the campaign 

and watch the Langham 
Preaching and Literature 
programs grow in Africa! 

Your immediate 
participation is needed 
nowémore than ever!

    For updates and more 
information on how you 

can contribute to the Africa 
Literature Initiative, visit 

www.johnstott.org.

Preaching training participants hold up 
resources donated by Langham Preaching.

Members of the Albanian Langham 
Preaching planning team with 

Langham Preaching facilitators 
Mark Meynell (second from left) 

and Rodney Wood (second from right). 

Literature programs in Africa. 
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and needed books for African 
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      Though Indonesia recently has hosted tension and conÿ ict 
among various religious groups, hope springs from an historic 
project to ignite a dialogue of peace, held in February 2007 and 
co-sponored by JSM-Langham. Eighty leaders and 35 Christian 
students representing Protestant, Catholic, Buddhist, Confucian, 
Hindu, Ahmadiyya and a variety of Muslim groups, celebrated 
the Indonesian launch of A Muslim and a Christian in Dialogue 
by Bedru Kataregga, a Sunni Muslim, and David W. Shenk, 
an evangelical Anabaptist. 
      òIt was just amazing,ó said Shenk, co-author of the book and 
a global consultant for co-sponsor Eastern Mennonite Missions 
(EMM). òNine years ago such a gathering would have been 
unthinkable. Solo, in Central Java, is a signiþ cant meeting place 
for the cultural and religious diversity of Indonesia and 
inter-ethnic and religious tensions were running high, damaging 
signiþ cant portions of the city. Peace in Solo is a blessing to the 
whole nation.ó
      Langham Literature supported the project by funding the 
bookõs translation into Indonesian, with local involvement from 
graduated Langham Scholar Paulus Widjaja, currently the Peace 
Commission Secretary for the Mennonite World Conference. 
      The theme of the event was to promote witness and 
confession of faith with gentleness and respect ð as the 
Kataregga-Shenk book models ð without overlooking key 
areas of difference between Muslims and Christians. Dian Naþ , 
a Muslim leader who wrote one of the forewords for the 
Indonesian translation of the Kataregga-Shenk book, said, 
òThis book does not compromise the faith of Muslims and 
Christians, but shares the faiths respectfully in a spirit that builds 
trust and peacemaking.ó  
      After the initial meeting, the student group participated 
in a second launching of the book within the command center 
of the Hizbullah, a traditionally militant jihadist movement. 
      òThe Hizbullah commander, surrounded by his ofþ cers, 
spoke to us with evident deep emotion saying that these 
inter-faith friendships are introducing a new spirit into 
Christian-Muslim relations, a spirit of respectful witness and 
dialogue. Then the Hizbullah served us a delicious meal. It was 
remarkable ð the Christian student group and Hizbullah eating 
and conversing together,ó Shenk said.
      Everyone acknowledged the dire need for a coming together 
of Christians and Muslims in Solo, and they lauded the recent 
growth in peacebuilding efforts and a growing interest in Christ.
      òEven the Hizbullah bless this growth--for they have come 
to see the Christians as trustworthy friends,ó Shenk said, 
òWhat a transformation!ó 
      Langham Literature was honored to sponsor such 
a remarkable historical event for Indonesea.
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Paulos Hartono introduces the participants 
in Muslim/Christian dialogue, 

Dian Naþ  (left) and David Shenk (right). 
Photo by Ezra David.
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      Due to the success of the John Stott Ministries Langham Scholars Program, more 
international church leaders are able to stay in their own countries for all or a portion 
of their Ph.D. training.  A Christian foundation is pleased with this progress and 
is offering a 1:2 matching grant ð of up to $94,000 ð to encourage JSM supporters 
to make þ nancial gifts for scholars who study close to home.
      This is what we have been working toward for the last 30 years ð having institutions 
in the Majority World that can train the top leaders and provide a Ph.D. degree that 
is at a high standard.  One of our current stay-at-home scholars from the D.R. Congo, 
Andy Alo, who is studying at Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology 
(NEGST) in Nairobi, Kenya, recently said, òémy family has not needed to make any 
cultural adjustments since we do not see major cultural difference between eastern 
D.R.CONGO and NairobiéIõm studying at the same place Iõll be teaching. Iõm 
becoming a known quantity to the faculty that is already in place.  At the end of training 
there is sometimes a feeling of being out of oneõs circle.  By studying in the same context 
and with the people I will be working with that re-integration process will be very easy.ó
      Without your support, this grant may go unused. The Stay-at-Home Scholars grant 
was designed speciþ cally to òencourage new donors or those who have not given 
to JSM recently.ó If you know someone who has a heart for our ministry, or if it has 
been some time since you last made a gift to JSM, you are in a unique position 
to help. Now is the time to share JSM with a friend, make references to this important 
campaign in your blog or church bulletin, or donate a gift in someoneõs name. For more 
ideas on how to spread the word about JSM, visit www.johnstott.org and click on the 
òGet Involvedó button.
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Andy Alo


